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and each is claiming subsidy over the same line. There
are statements not wholly reliable, I apprehend, by each.
In anticipation of these difficulties, and, if possible, to
avoid them, the subject was considered last fall, and as
there was then a dispute whether the road should cross
Bear Bay or go around it, maps and reports were submitted,
and it was decided the route should go round. It is now
said that not only the route but the line of the road was
decided. This was not my understanding.

In conversing as to the course to be pursued on the
termination of the Administration, it was understood that
all would resign and leave with the President except Scho-
field, who said he had been invited and should remain for
a brief period. Seward says he has had the files looked up,
and finds the practice has not been uniform, that in some
instances, and generally, the members of the Cabinet have
tendered their resignation to the outgoing President, but
some have remained and tendered them to the newly in-
augurated. This last, I apprehend, has been in those cases
where there has been a mere change of President, but not
a change of policy or of party.

A good deal of speculation, some of it absurd, is going
forward in regard to the new Cabinet. Not more, perhaps,
than in preceding cases. A. K. McClure, an active Re-
publican politician of Pennsylvania and a great friend of
Governor Curtin, having learned the fact that Grant had
said he should select one member of the Cabinet from that
State, hurried on here and [had an interview, in which by
report Grant appears to better advantage than the Penn-
sylvania politician.